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RESPONSE TO ORDER RETURNING UNDOCKETED APPEAL TO EXAMINER 

Dear Sir: 

In response to the Office Action mailed May 1 5, 2009, please find below the 
correction to the "Summary of Claimed Subject Matter": 
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Reply to Office Action dated May 1 5, 2009 

5. SUMMARY OF CLAIMED SUBJECT MATTER 

The present claims are directed to a reading device for lateral flow assays, and a 
system for conducting assays. (See e.g., Appl. p. 4, II. 2-3). The reading device is 
configured for detecting an assay result from a membrane strip, in which the result is 
revealed by the binding of a detectable analyte within a detection zone along the 
membrane strip. (See e.g., Appl. p. 4, II. 3-6). The assay reading device comprises a 
housing and a receiving port within the housing. (See e.g., Appl. p. 4, II. 6-7). The 
receiving port may include a light barrier stmcture, and admits a membrane strip directly 
from the outside of the housing. (See e.g., Appl. p. 4, II. 7-9). That is, a membrane strip 
is inserted into the receiving port. (See e.g., Appl. p. 4, II. 9-10). The receiving port may 
be configured for minimizing the introduction of stray or ambient light into the reading 
device. (See e.g., Appl. p. 4, II. 10-12). 

Independent claim 62, for instance, is directed to a system for conducting a 
lateral flow assay to detect the presence or quantity of an analyte in a sample. The 
system comprises (a) a lateral flow membrane strip comprising a detection zone, 
wherein upon application, the sample is capable of traversing through the membrane 
strip to the detection zone and (b) a reading device. (See e.g., Appl. p. 8, II. 3-15 and 
Fig. 2). The reading device includes the following components: 

(1 ) a "housing" within which is contained an electromagnetic radiation source 
and a sensor capable of detecting the intensity of electromagnetic radiation. (See e.g., 
Appl. p. 8, II. 3-15 and Fig. 2). 

(2) a "light barrier structure" positioned adjacent to an exterior surface of the 
housing. (See e.g., Appl. p. 8, 1. 16-p. 9, 1. 8 and Fig. 3). The light barrier structure 
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Appl. No. 10/035,013 

Response dated May 26, 2009 

Reply to Office Action dated May 1 5, 2009 

defines a receiving port between a top plate and bottom plate for insertion with the 
membrane strip. (See e.g., Appl. p. 8, 1. 16-p. 10, 1. 21 and Figs. 3, 3a, and 4). Further, 
the bottom plate of the light barrier structure defines an aperture through which 
electromagnetic radiation from the source is capable of passing before contacting the 
lateral flow membrane strip. (See e.g., Appl. p. 8, 1. 16-p. 12, 1. 3). The aperture 
approximates the size of the detection zone. (See e.g., Appl. p. 1 1 , 1. 4-p. 12, 1. 3) 

(3) a "light absorbent member" positioned within the receiving port to absorb 
stray light, the light absorbing member comprising an absorption pad that is located 
adjacent to the membrane strip upon insertion into the receiving port. (See e.g., Appl. 
p. 9, 1. 9-p. 10, 1. 12 and Figs. 3, 3a, and 4). The absorption pad covers an area under 
which the membrane strip is impacted by electromagnetic radiation. (See e.g., Appl. p. 
9, 1. 9-p. 10, 1. 12 and Figs. 3, 3a, and 4). 

In conclusion, it is respectfully submitted that the "Summary of Claimed Subject 
Matter" has been corrected. 



Respectfully submitted. 



DORITY & MANNING, 
ATTORNEYS AT LAW, P.A. 



Date 
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